RUSSELL D. LUKAS
GERALD S. MCGOWAN
DAVID L. NACE

THOMAS GUTIERREZ
ELIZABETH R. SACHS
GEORGE L. LYON, JR
PAMELA L. GIST
DAVID A. LAFURIA
TERRY J. ROMINE

MARCI E. GREENSTEIN*
BOB J. GOLDBERG

J. JUSTIN McCLURE*
MARILYN 1. SUCHECKIT+*

+  ADMITTED IN PENNSYLVANIA ONLY
++ ADMITTED IN MISSISSIPPY ONLY
++4+ ADMITTED IN MABSACHUSETTS ONLY

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
LUKAS, MCGOWAN, NACE & GUTIERREZ gy pARTE OR LATE FILED

CHARTERED
1819 H STREET, N.W. CONSULTING ENGINEERS
SEVENTH FLOOR THOMAS G. ADCOCK, PE.

MEHRAN NAZARI

INGTON, D.C. 20006
WASH ALl KUZEHKANANI

JAMES R. LANDOLL, PE.

LEROY A. ADAM
R EC E i FARID SEYEDVOSOGH!
July 25, 1994 VE. om0
' JU’- 2 ) ’994 TELECOPIER
FEsERA (202) 8424485
g!%t‘g OF < mmﬂi‘lissmnrmn’s DIRECT DIAL
CAETARY

(202) 828-9472

EX PARTE SUBMISSION

William F. Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

20554

Re: Automatic Vehicle Monitoring ("AVM") Systems
PR Docket 93-61

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This office on July 18, 1994 filed on behalf of an ad hoc
coalition of natural gas distribution utilities ("Gas Utilities"),
comments on the June 23, 1994, submission by several wide area AVM
proponents. '

As the Gas Utilities explained in their comments, they employ
Part 15 automated meter reading ("AMR") devices operating in the
902-928 MHz band (specifically radiating in the 910-920 MHz segment
of the band). Among the points made by the Gas Utilities in those
comments was that the AMR devices serve important public interest
functions. Those functions include the promotion of conservation
of energy, protection of safety of life and property, and the
interest of the consumer and utility in rendering an accurate and
timely bill for services.

A recently reported event serves to underscore the importance
of that last concern, the rendering of accurate and timely bills
for utility service. Attached to this letter is an article
reported on July 23, 1994 by The Washington Post. See D.C.
Residents Shocked by Gas Bill for §2,248.

Accordingly to The Washington Post, Rachel Carlson, a law
student on a tight budget and a residential customer of Washington
Gas Light Co., recently received a bill for natural gas usage in
the amount of $2,248. The high bill resulted from Washington Gas
Light’s inability to read the meter of Ms. Carlson’s resident on
Belmont Road in the Adams Morgan area of Washington for the last
three years. As a result of inability to access the gas meter for
readings, the company had rendered estimated bills during that
time.
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A spokesman for Washington Gas Light Co. stated that 1,400
customers of the utility have been receiving estimated bills for
more than 12 months, and that some of them will likely face sizable
catch-up bills.

As indicated in the newspaper article, Washington Gas Light
Co. has installed 110,000 AMR devices so far and intends to install
such devices by March 1995 in all homes currently receiving
estimated bills.

As the Gas Utilities have explained in this proceeding, AMR is
an important consumer protection service. The Washington Post
article provides a real life example of how consumers face harm
from the inability of utilities to provide actual meter readings.
Given the increasing difficulty of utility personnel to perform on-
site meters readings, it 1is essential that the Commission’s
decision in this proceeding protect the integrity of the large,
installed base of AMR equipment and the ability of utilities to
employ Part 15 AMR devices using the 902-928 MHz band in the
future.

Should any question arise concerning this matter, kindly
contact this office.

GLL/pc
Attachment
cc: Attached Service List
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Lydia N. Hicks, Secretary, at the law firm of Lukas,

McGowan, Nace & Gutierrez, Chartered, certify that true copies of
the foregoing document were sent this_zsth day of July 1994, via
first class mail, postage prepaid to the following:

Chairman Reed E. Hundt*

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett®*
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commigssioner Rachelle B. Chong*
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness*

Federal Communications Commission
Room 832, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello*
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Rudolfo M. Baca*

Office of Commissioner Quello
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5202, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Ralph A. Haller*

Chief, Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Byron F. Marchant*

Office of Commissioner Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
Room 826, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
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Michael J. Marcus*

Field Operations Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
Room 734, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Ruth Milkman*

Office of Chairman Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Jane E. Mago¥

Office of Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Richard M. Smith»*

Chief, Field Operations Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 734, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Thomas P. Stanley, Chief Engineer*
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
Room 7002, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

John J. Borkowski*

Private Radio Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
Room 5205, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Beverly G. Baker¥

Private Radio Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Bruce A. Franca¥*

Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
Room 7002-A, 2025 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554



David R. Siddall#

Office of Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
Room 832, 1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
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*Hand Delivery Lydia N. Hicks



